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It Is reported that the English Armada has
beaten the Spanish and taken twenty-two ships and
sunk eighteen by gun-fire. . . . Moreover, the
Admiral and Vice-Admiral with two other large
ships, each of almost six hundred tons, have been
brought in to Zeeland. Two galleasses seem to
have been destroyed, the remainder are still at
sea.
At Dunkirk a great dispute over the Armada has
arisen between the Marquis de Renti, Governor of
Hainault and admiral-at-sea, and an Italian Mar-
quis. They quarrelled so furiously that the Italian
called Renti a traitor. So they had recourse to
their weapons and the Marquis received four bad
wounds and the Italian is gravely injured and will
hardly escape with his life. The English are pur-
suing the remains of the Spanish Armada. The
Duke of Parma was unable to get out of Dunkirk
with his fleet and cut down four or five Captains
with his own hand because they would not support
him at the right moment. The upshot is ... the
English will do great damage at sea by rapine and
theft. God dispose all for the best!
It is obvious that the Hamburg correspondent has no
particular love for the English. Only a year before they
had suddenly abandoned Hamburg as a port for their
goods going to Central Europe and had developed the
little freeport of Stade, halfway between that city and
the sea, as an alarming competitor. Nevertheless, he
is a good reporter and a sound commentator.
Before the galleons lay, as the Middelburg corres-
pondent graphically describes it, "up and down the coast
like birds without wings," the belief in Spanish invinci-
bility was gone forever.